2017 Midwest Turkey Call Competition – 

Hunting Call Competition
2017 Rules, Announcements and Categories

(Open to all Call Makers)

I. CHARTER


The basis for this competition is to determine each call’s stand alone merit of how well it performs in the hands of a hunter.  The judges of this competition will be a qualified panel of experienced turkey hunters who will grade each call on the prescribed criteria.  Please note that this is not a contest to determine who the best caller is, rather it is a contest to determine the best call in each specific category.

While it is expected that call-makers can run their own calls with great precision, the question with turkey hunters is, how simple or easy the turkey call is to use and how much does it sound like a turkey.  In determining and selecting the best hunting turkey call each year, the NWTF strives to ensure fairness and impartiality without prejudice towards commercial or custom call makers or with the design of any call entered in the hunting call competition.  Criteria for determining and selecting the best call places equal emphasis on sound quality and tone, ease of use, versatility and its ability in attaining what is commonly referred to as a break over.  

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RULES

The purpose of the hunting call competition is to select the most consistent, user friendly and best sounding calls.  Entry into the event is open to commercially manufactured or custom, hand made or hand tuned calls.  Special awards named in honor of Neil Cost and Pap Nelson will be given.  In addition, the 2017 Midwest Master Call Maker of the Year will be recognized.

All entries will be sold online using the Ebay auction site starting on Monday, March 13, 2017.  The 50/50 split entitles the call maker to 50% of the auction bid and the remaining 50% goes to support the NWTF.  Name recognition and competition placement (if applicable) will be displayed with each entry on the auction.  Checks will be mailed out from NWTF Wisconsin State Chapter, following the sale of all calls.
General Hunting Competition rules:

1. All call makers will be required to pre-register call entries in the 2017 competition by March 6, 2017.

2. Entries must be original works and must have been completed after January 2016.  Entries must be signed and dated by the call maker.

3. All call makers are limited to two entries per category.

4. The entry fee is $20 per entry for Division II.  Please note all entries are 50% supportive unless the artist specifies the entry is to be a 100% donation to the NWTF.  If so, entry fee is waived.

5. Call makers are responsible for selecting the category in which they wish to enter each piece.  The NWTF reserves the right to place any calls in a different category other than the one designated by the entrant if the call judges believes the call is more correctly suited to a different category.

6. Calls may be hand delivered by the call maker or their designated person on Saturday, March 11, 2017 between 8:00 am and 10:00 am at the Decorative/Hunting Call registration desk at the Rolling Oaks Restaurant, 440 West Division Avenue, Barron, Wisconsin. 
7.    Pre-registration forms and entries are to be mailed to Earl Duckett, 583 245th Street, Osceola, Wisconsin  54020  on or before March 6, 2017. 
8.   It is the call makers responsibility to place an acceptable insurance value on the entry for shipping purposes.

9.   Please put your pre-registration form inside the package and mail to Earl Duckett, 583 245th Street, Osceola, WI  54020.  You may also elect to mail your registration form separately.
10.  Call makers who are concerned that their call(s) may sell for less than market value are encouraged to use the Absentee Bid Form.  If a call maker uses the Absentee Bid Form, the value of the absentee bid will be the reserve bid on the Ebay Auction Site.  In the event that the call does not meet the minimum reserve bid, the call maker will purchase the call back at their absentee bid price. (See Absentee Bid Form for additional information.)

       11.  The NWTF will not be held responsible for any loss or damage to entries that are beyond the control of the contest. 
       12. Winners will be posted Sunday, March 12, 2017 on the Wisconsin State Chapter website at www.nwtf-wi.com.  
13.  Call makers must sign and date their entry. Call makers are limited to no more than two (2) entries per category. All calls must be delivered by 10:00 am on Saturday, March 11, 2017.
14.  Any call entered may be a collaboration of one or more call makers/artists, provided the call makers are given credit on the 

entry form. .
15. Call makers are highly encouraged to send a 3” x 5” note card with full description of their call including the materials call is 
made from.  This information will be used to help describe and sell the call on the Ebay auction site.
16.  Restrictions: Calls made with box turtle or turtle shell are not permitted.  Also, on July 6, 2016 the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service        announced that a ban on the commercial trade of ivory went into effect.  This ban prohibits the sale of ivory.  Therefore we are prohibited from allowing any call to be entered in the NWTF Midwest Custom Call Competition that is made of or has ANY ivory on the call.  
17. All entries will be sold on the Ebay auction site at a 50/50 split (unless entry fee waiver is elected) following the competition.  The 50/50 split entitles the artist or craftsman to 50% of the auction bid and the remaining 50% goes to support the NWTF.  Name recognition and competition placement (if applicable) will be displayed with each entry on the auction.  Competition will be held at the Rolling Oaks Golf Course in Barron, Wisconsin on March 11, 2017. Checks will be mailed out from NWTF Wisconsin State Chapter following the sale of all calls.
III.  Awards

1.  Awards – Division II – Hunting Calls:

Best of Show                                                                        $750 2017 MIDWEST MASTER CALL MAKER OF 
                                                                                                        THE YEAR Recognition and Award Medallion


Best of Class I (box calls – categories 1 – 3)

$350 NEIL COST Award, medallion w/ribbon


Best of Class II (friction & striker calls – cat. 5-10)
$350 PAP NELSON AWARD, Award medallion with  







                         ribbon

               Best of Class III (air operated calls – cat. 11 –15)              $350 Cash Award, Award medallion with ribbon


1st Place – each category



$100 Cash Award, Award medallion w/ribbon


2nd Place – each category



Award medallion w/ribbon


3rd Place – each category



Award medallion w/ribbon


4th Place – Honorable Mention – each category
              Award medallion w/ribbon


5th Place – Honorable Mention – each category
              Award medallion w/ribbon


6th Place – Honorable Mention – each category
              Award medallion w/ribbon 
· Outstanding Rookie Call Maker Award:  This award is designed to recognize call makers who compete in the Midwest Call Competition for the first time.  The winner of this recognition award will receive an award medallion with ribbon.  All first time competitors at the Midwest Call Competition will be awarded an Honorable Mention medallion with ribbon.

· Outstanding Youth Call Maker Award:  This award will recognize call makers who are seventeen years of age or less on March 11,  2017.  The winner of this recognition award will receive an award medallion with ribbon. All youth call makers will be awarded an Honorable Mention medallion with ribbon.

V.   Judging:

      1.   Judging criteria is based on the following:

A. Ability to produce turkey like sounds. (Examples include but are not limited to:  yelp, cluck, 



       
    kee-kee, cackle, cutting of the hen, purr, putt, gobble, tree call)


       
1 to 20 points

B. Ease of use to produce turkey like sounds (i.e. how simple or user friendly is the call to use)
1 to 20 points

C. Tone, pitch, and sound quality. 







1 to 20 points

D. Break over or roll over.                                                                                                            
1 to 20 points

E. Versatility (i.e. the ability to obtain a vast range of turkey like sounds e.g. both spring or

    
    fall type calls, gobbler and hen sounds including the ability to sound like multiple birds     
1 to 20 points

     Highest score obtainable is one hundred points (100). Highest combined score is 500.
2.  The process of how calls are judged is as follows:

1.  Based on the five (5) criteria, the panel of 5 judges will determine the winners in each category.

2.  Each judge will individually score each entry in each category.

3.  The calls with the highest 6 scores in each category will be declared: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th H.M., 5th H.M. and 

     
     6th H.M. 

4.  Next the Best of Class winners will be determined for the following:

Best of Class I- Box Calls (Cat. 1-3) Neil Cost Award

Best of Class II- Friction Calls (Cat. 5-10) Pap Nelson Award

Best of Class III- Air Operated Calls (Cat. 11-15)

5. Judges will determine the Best of Class I calls by judging only the 1st place calls in Cat. 1, 2 and 3.  The Best of Class I                   call will be the Neil Cost Award Winner.

6.  Judges will determine the Best of Class II calls by judging only the 1st place calls in Cat. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.  The Best of Class II call will be the Pap Nelson Award Winner.

7.   Judges will determine the Best of Class III calls by judging only the 1st place calls in Cat. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15. 


8. Lastly, the  judges will then determine the 2017 Master Call Maker of the year from the 3 Best of Class winners  The call with the highest score is the winner.

Division II – Hunting Call – Categories 

Best of Class I - NEIL COST AWARD (Categories 1-3)

Category 1 – Short Box:  Hinged-lid design; traditional double-sided design.

Category 2 – Long Box: Hinged-lid design; long paddle design.

Category 3 - One Sided Box: Hinged-lid design

Category 4 – Matched Set: Must include one short box and one long box as defined in categories 1 and 2.

Best of Class II LAWRENCE “PAP” NELSON AWARD (Categories 5-10)

       Category 5 – Scratch Boxes
Category 6 – Friction Open:  including trough, push pin, terrapin, and non-typical round design.  Must include one friction call and one striker if applicable

Category 7 – Friction Pot Style Slate and Striker

Category 8 – Friction Pot Style Glass and striker

Category 9 – Friction Pot Style Open:   (i.e., aluminum, copper, rock material etc., other than categories 7 or 8)

Category 10 – Tongue Calls
Best of Class III Air Operated Calls (Categories 11-15)

Category 11 – Turned Trumpet Style Yelper – Turned or machined barrel with mouthpiece, mouthpiece is not required to be turned.

Category 12 – Wingbone

Category 13 -Cane and other material: Cane or other materials such as wingbone/rubber tubing/cow horn are permissible.

Category 14 – Tube Call

Category 15 – Locator Calls, Crow, coyote, owl, etc

Category 16 – Champion of Champions.  This is a stand-alone category limited to past Hunting Turkey Call Best of Show Winners at the Midwest Competition.  Calls will not be judged and there is no prize money for this Category and Champion of Champion entries are not eligible for consideration for Call Maker of the Year.  There will be a 70/30 (call maker/NWTF) split of the proceeds of the sale of Category16 calls.  Call makers can enter multiple calls in this category.

