2017 Midwest NWTF Turkey Call Competition –DECORATIVE Division 
2017 Rules, Announcements and Categories

(Open to All Call Makers)

I.  Charter:

The Decorative Turkey Call Competition is a supportive division.  This is a chance to support the NWTF and gain recognition by competing in exciting and challenging categories.  The purpose of the competition is to recognize and showcase hand made calls and the craftsmen who produce them and help preserve a unique form of American Folk Art.  All entries will be sold on the Ebay auction site at a 50/50 split (unless entry fee waiver is elected) following the competition.  The 50/50 split entitles the artist or craftsman to 50% of the auction bid and the remaining 50% goes to support the NWTF.  Name recognition and competition placement (if applicable) will be displayed with each entry on the auction.  Competition will be held at the Rolling Oaks Golf Course in Barron, Wisconsin on March 11, 2017. Checks will be mailed out from NWTF Wisconsin State Chapter following the sale of all calls.
II.  Rules and Announcements: 

1.  All entrants must complete and sign a Midwest NWTF Turkey Call Competition registration form.
2.    On July 6, 2016 the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service announced that a ban on the commercial trade of ivory went into effect.  This ban prohibits the sale of ivory.  Therefore we are prohibited from allowing any call to be entered in the NWTF Midwest Custom Call Competition that is made of or has ANY ivory on the call.  
3.    All entries must be the original works of the call maker (no collaborative work , except for Category 13, Collaborative Calls) and must have been completed after January 2016.  Entries must be dated and signed by the call maker.

4.  All call makers will be required to pre-register call entries in the 2017 competition by March 6, 2017.
5.
The entry fee is $20.00 per call.  Please note all entries are 50% supportive unless the artist specifies the entry is to be a 100% donation to the NWTF.  If so, entry fee is waived. 

6.
Calls may be hand delivered by the call maker or their designated person on Saturday, March 11th, 2017 from 8:00 am until 10:00 am at the Decorative/Hunting Call registration desk at the Rolling Oaks Restaurant, 440 West Division Avenue, Barron, Wisconsin.
7.
Call makers are responsible for selecting the category in which they wish to enter each call.  The NWTF reserves the right to place any call in a different category than the one designated by the entrant if the NWTF believes the new category better fits the rules.

8.
Call makers who are concerned that their call(s) may sell for less than market value are encouraged to use the Absentee Bid Form.  If a call maker uses the Absentee Bid Form, the value of the absentee bid will be the reserve bid on the Ebay Auction Site.  In the event that the call does not meet the minimum reserve bid, the call maker will purchase the call back at their absentee bid price. (See Absentee Bid Form for additional information.)

9.   Pre-registration forms and entries are to be mailed to Earl Duckett, 583 245th Street, Osceola, WI 54020 on or before March 6, 2017.    
10. All entries will be sold online using the Ebay auction site starting on Monday, March 13.  Checks to call makers will be mailed out from NWTF Wisconsin State Chapter, following the completion of the sale of all calls.  This process is expected to take about two weeks.
11. It is the call makers responsibility to place an acceptable insurance value on the entry for shipping purposes.

       12. The NWTF will not be held responsible for any loss or damage to entries that are beyond the control of the competition.
       13. Winners will be posted Sunday, March 12, 2017 on the Wisconsin State Chapter website at www.nwtf-wi.com.  

       14. Call makers are limited to no more than two (2) entries per category. All calls must be received before 10:00 AM on 
Saturday, March 11, 2017. 
15. Call makers are highly encouraged to send a 3” x 5” note card with full description of their call including the materials the call is 
made from.  This information will be used to help describe and sell the call on the Ebay auction site.
16. It is the call maker’s responsibility to enter calls that are in total compliance with all Wisconsin laws, rules and regulations.

III.  Awards:

      1. - Decorative Call Categories 1 – 14 awards will be as follows:

Best of Show

$750 Cash Award, 2016 Midwest Master Call Maker of the Year Award 

Best of Class I (Box Call Cat. 1-2)
                           $350 Cash Award, Eugene Upward Award 







   
Medallion
Best of Class II (Air operated Call Cat.3-6, 11)         $350 Cash Award, Wayne Bailey Award 









Medallion

Best of Class III (Friction Calls Cat. 7-9)                 $350 Cash Award, Rod Bauer Award Medallion
Categories 1-12




$100 Cash Award

Collaborative Category 13               

$250 Cash Award
For Categories 1-13:
1st Place (each category) -

    
               
 Award medallion with ribbon

2nd Place (each category) -


   

 Award medallion with ribbon.

3rd Place (each category) -


   

 Award medallion with ribbon.

4th Place Honorable Mention (each category)
   

 Award medallion with ribbon.

5th Place Honorable Mention (each category)    

Award medallion with ribbon

6th Place Honorable Mention (each category)    

Award medallion with ribbon
2.   Outstanding Rookie Call Maker Award:  This award is designed to recognize call makers who compete in the Midwest Call Competition for the first time.  The winner of this recognition award will receive an award medallion with ribbon.  All first time competitors will be awarded an Honorable Mention medallion with ribbon.
3.  Outstanding Youth Call Maker Award:  This award will recognize call makers who are seventeen years of age or less on March 11, 2017.  The winner of this recognition award will receive an award medallion with ribbon.  All youth call makers will be awarded an Honorable Mention medallion with ribbon.

IV.  Judging Criteria for Decorative Calls other than the Collaborative Call Category 13:
  1. Judging Criteria for Decorative Calls:

1) Eye appeal, artistic beauty. Scored from 1 to 20 possible points,20 (twenty) being perfection.

2) Craftsmanship. sanding, gluing, finish, etc. Scored from 1 to 20 possible points, 20 (twenty) being perfection. In air-operated categories 3 – 6 and 11, the inside of the bell will also be included in the judge’s evaluation of the call.
3) Ingenuity, originality, creativity uniqueness in design. Scored from 1 to 20 possible points, 20 (twenty)) being perfection.
4) Sound, must be capable of producing realistic turkey sounds, i.e. include yelp, cluck etc. Scored from 1 to 10 possible points. 10 (ten) being highest.

           Highest Score obtainable is seventy (70) total points.

******Bases and/or presentation case are not required for any calls entered in Categories 1 thru 12 and will not be considered in the judging*****

2.  Judging Criteria for the Collaborative Call Category will be the same as above except that the score for sound will be 1  to 20 possible points bringing the highest possible score to 80 points.      
3.  The process of how calls are judged is as follows:

Step 1.  A panel of  5 judges are given clipboards, current year rules and announcements and required to sign ethics      

            statements.

            Step 2.  As a group, the judges inspect all categories to ensure that all calls are in the correct category.  If 3 of 5 judges agree 


           that a call is placed in the wrong category they are required to inform Competition Chairman who will place it in the 

                         category the judges agree upon.  At this time, calls will be separated from their bases.
           Step 3.   Each judge will independently score each call in a category and when he/she completes the category 

                          return the category score sheet to the Competition Chairman.
           Step 6.   Judges are not permitted to talk with other judges until they have completed judging all categories. If a judge has a 

           question concerning a call they are directed to the NWTF Chairman.

           Step 8.   The

                         highest possible combined score is 350.

           Step 9.   In the event of a tie score, the calls in question will be re-scored to determine placement.

          Step 10.  Next the judges will determine the Best of Class winners, for the following:

                           Best of Class I – Box Calls Categories 1-2. Eugene Upward Award 

                           Best of Class II – Air operated Calls Categories 3-6 plus category 11, Wayne Bailey Award

                           Best of Class III – Friction Calls Categories 7-10, Rod Bauer Award
          Step 11.  Next the judges will determine Eugene Upward Award winner.  NWTF staff will group together the 2 – 1st place 

                         box calls in Categories 1–2.  Judging will be the same as in steps 5-9.  The call with the highest score will be the 

                         Best of Class I and Eugene Upward Award winner. 

          Step 12.  Next the judges will determine the Wayne Bailey Award winner.  NWTF staff will group together the 5 – 1st place 

                         air operated calls Categories 3-6 and 11.  Judging will be the same as in steps 5-9.  The call with the highest score 

                         will be the Best of Class II and Wayne Bailey Award winner.

         
Step 13.  Next the judges will determine the Rod Bauer Award winner.  NWTF staff will group together the 3 – 1st place 

           calls in categories 7-9. Judging will be the same as in steps 5 – 9. The call with the highest score will be 


            the Best of  Class III and Rod Bauer Award winner.


Step 15. Next the judges will determine Best of Show winners. Only the Best of Class calls in Classes 

                         I, II, III are eligible for Best of Show.  Judging will be the same as in steps 5-9.  Once the 

                         winners are determined the judges will place the Best of Show Award medallion.   The Best of Show winner will be 

                         declared the 2017 MIDWEST MASTER CALL MAKER OF THE YEAR.

V.  Decorative Call Categories

>>>>>>>>PLEASE READ ALL CATEGORIES, AS MANY CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED.<<<<<

Class I Calls - Box Calls   (CAT. 1-2)
Category 1 – Decorative Box Call (solid one piece box and lid of natural wood, not glued, painted or carved)

Entries must be made of wood.    Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.

Category 2 – Decorative Box Call (open design, can be any material and combine several construction designs, includes carved, painted, wood stained, inlaid, laminated, and wood burnt elements) 

             Entries can be hand made of wood or other materials incorporating two or more art forms. Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Class II Calls - Air operated Calls     (CAT. 3-6,11)

Category 3 – Wing bone Yelper (Open) (yelper can be thread-wrapped, painted, thread appliqués, scrimshaw, inlaid etc)

                 Must include 1 yelper, constructed of 2 or more wing bones.  Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Category 4 - Turned Barrel Trumpet Style    (Turned not Carved and/or painted.) Made of any material.  Please note call materials used. Entries must include up to 1 yelper, with 1 or 2 mouthpiece inserts. Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker. 
Category 5 – Air Operated Yelper (Open) - (Turned, Carved, Painted, etc -can be made from wing bone, animal bone, cane, ivory etc.) May include wing bone, animal bone, ivory, cane, metal or other type sound chamber.  Must include 1 yelper, with 1 or 2 mouthpiece inserts. Please note call materials used.
Category 6 – Tube Call    Must include 1 tube call.  Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.

Class III Calls - Friction Calls    (CAT. 7– 9) 

Category 7 – Friction Call Pot Style – carved and/or carved and painted only (slate, glass or other material) Entries must include 1 friction call and 1 striker only. Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Category 8 – Friction Call Pot Style – solid one-piece pot of natural wood, not glued, painted or carved (slate, glass or other material) Entries must include 1 friction call and 1 striker only.  Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.

Category 9 – Friction Call Open – Including pot calls not included in Cat 7 or 8, trough, push pin, tongue, terrapin shell etc.    Must include 1 friction call, and 1 or 2 strikers. Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Category 10 – Striker (Open to any design i.e. -turned, carved or painted).  Strikers may be constructed of any material. Entries must include 1 striker only.  Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Category 11– Locator Call   Must include 1 locator call i.e., owl, crow, coyote, etc. Open to any design. Call must be signed and/or numbered by the call maker.
Category 12 – Miscellaneous Calls – This is a stand-alone category that is added to showcase any non- turkey calls. Included in this category might be Elk. Coyote, Crow, Duck, Goose, Owl, Deer, Squirrel, etc.  Calls in this category are open to any design.  Calls must be signed and numbered by the call maker.
Category 13 – Collaborative Decorative Turkey Calls.  This is a stand-alone category that features two or more call maker’s who wish to work together to create a call.  This category is open to all types of calls; box, friction, air-operated or other. Call makers can enter multiple entries.  Calls in this category may be entered with bases or displays, which will be scored by the judges.
Category 14 – Champion of Champions.  This is a stand-alone category limited to past Decorative Turkey Call Best of Show Winners at the Midwest Competition.  Calls will not be judged and there is no prize money for this Category and Champion of Champion entries are not eligible for consideration for Call Maker of the Year.  There will be a 70/30 (call maker/NWTF) split of the proceeds of the sale of Category14 calls.  Call makers can enter multiple calls in this category.
